
Degree Profile for the Specialization in Orthodontics

A graduate of the Orthodontics program at UDLA is an enterprising professional with a comprehensive vision in the field of Orthodontics, a 
person who is committed to the society he or she serves, human values, and excellence.

The UDLA Orthodontist has a sound practical and theoretical grounding in maxillofacial pathologies, testing and diagnosis for maloc-
clusion, as well as corrective and orthopedic orthodontic treatments, based on available current knowledge. Besides, he/she is able to 
develop projects by taking into consideration clinical and epistemological premises and frameworks in the field of Orthodontics.

It is expected that the graduate of the Orthodontics program from UDLA will respond effectively to the challenges facing the present-day 
orthodontic practice by demonstrating ethical principles, honesty, and social responsibility. Lastly, he/she is expected to work in hospitals, 
health centers, as well as in public and private dental offices.
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Program Learning Outcomes

In every semester, the program provides assessment results according to its Multiannual Assessment Plan (MAP), which typically 
considers one or more of its program learning outcomes (PLOs). Most programs utilize the platform VIA to collect and assess 
student work and to present the data and evidence of student achievement. These results and their analysis, with the objective of 
identifying areas for improvement, are presented in the program’s annual assessment report.

In the graphic below, the most recent period in which a PLO has been assessed is indicated, with the percentage indicating 
achievement of the expected performance standard for that PLO, according to the rubric used to evaluate the student work. This 
standard can be designated at an introductory, intermediate, or final level, depending upon how the course learning outcomes 
(CLOs) align to each PLO in the program’s curriculum map.

A graduate of the Specialization in Orthodontics program will be able to:

1. Apply theoretical knowledge and expertise to identify, compare, and contrast concepts and methodologies in the field of Orthodontics.

2. Diagnose environmental and genetic factors that cause maxillofacial pathologies, including occlusal, functional, and aesthetic 
    alterations, along with temporomandibular disorders.

3. Design multidisciplinary orthodontic and orthopedic treatments, based on professional ethics, honesty, and social responsibility. 

4. Select and use biomaterials for individualized treatment, in compliance with current norms, techniques, and protocols.

5. Develop medium and high complexity treatments to improve the patient́ s oral health together with his or her masticatory function, 
    dental aesthetics, and psychological well-being.

6. Apply scientific methods in the design and development of clinic and epistemological research projects, focused on addressing 
    community oral health problems.


